Brain MRI showed a 3 x 2 cm mass in the left cerebellopontine angle extending into the internal auditory meatus which was not expanded. The left side of the pons was very compressed and indented. The mass was rather flat and bun-like in shape and for this reason it was thought that it might be a meningioma rather than a schwannoma (fig 2) .
Within 24 hours of starting treatment with carbamazepine (tegretol retard; 200 mg twice daily) the paroxysms of tinnitus and ataxia were abolished.
At operation on 9 June 1994 via a posterior fossa craniectomy and drilling open the internal auditory meatus, the tumour was completely removed including the part which had extended into the meatus. Histology showed a benign mesothelial and psammomatous meningioma.
Her postoperative course was uneventful; there was no deafness or other neurological deficit apart from slight ataxia and a feeling of vibration intermittently in the left ear. Treatment with carbamazepine was not continued after the operation and the tinnitus did not recur. 
